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Gender Roles in Daisy Miller
Gender is a crucial topic that has attracted the attention of many scholars globally. The term gender refers to the social construction of characteristics of men, women, girls, and boys (Cheong 2). Naturally, society portrays men and women as two different creatures based on existing features such as emotion and physique. For example, men are depicted as stronger creatures than women. In most cases, women are regarded as emotional, passive, and dependent. The above stereotypes make women be inferior to men. Society has constructed certain behaviors and attitudes that are aligned to a particular gender. This means that society demands men and women to act in accordance with the set norms or standards. A good example of gender role is the fact that women are expected to perform house chores. Society also expects men to provide for their families. It is also essential to understand that societies have different cultures. European cultures differ from American values or cultures to some extent. Henry James is one of the authors who have focused on gender roles in respective societies. In the novella Daisy Miller, Henry outlines how Daisy Miller’s values and ideologies collide with European culture (Belkhatir 4). In this novella, Daisy, who is an American lady, behaves according to her own will regardless of the existing societal expectations in Europe. In this novella, gender roles are described by how female characters are restricted to certain behaviors or actions while male counterparts enjoy a lot of privileges in society.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the restrictions is that female characters are not expected to keep male company since society does not require ladies to have closer company with gentlemen. Henry uses Daisy Miller and Frederick Winterbourne as characters whereby one individual benefits from gender restrictions while the other one feels undermined. These two characters are in a European society that entails extreme gender restrictions at that time. It is important to note that all human beings desire to be loved or to belong to a given group (Alesech and Shoba 84). In pursuit of this need, society condemns Daisy's actions by maintaining that it is inappropriate for her to have male company. On the other hand, society upholds that male characters have the right to mingle with their female counterparts at their discretion. Frederick Winterbourne is free to have female company at his will. He is living a free life with no restrictions. He maintains a female company without receiving any form of intimidation or hatred from other people in society. Winterbourne also manages to go on a date with Daisy and pays for privacy expenses. It is also speculated that Winterbourne has a love affair with an old woman (James 10). These issues prove that men's behavior of engaging in a series of relationships with women is socially constructed and acceptable while women are discouraged from this conduct. 
Similarly, society looks down upon women who are believed to have loose morals. In this novella, Mrs. Costello (Winterbourne's aunt) believes that Daisy Miller is an ill-mannered lady based on various actions. One of these acts is that Miller is close to their courier (James 30). Also, she thinks that Daisy was not supposed to accept Winterbourne’s invitation because they hardly knew each other. It is apparent that Daisy Miller and Winterbourne met and conversed for a few minutes before proceeding to other issues. Mrs. Costello argues that all these deeds are immoral hence describing Daisy as a shameless woman. The above examples show that society has prescribed gender roles that Daisy should have observed. For example, women are not expected to be extremely outgoing or easygoing. Women who flirt a lot are also deemed as immoral. Therefore, society expected Daisy to take her time before accepting Winterbourne's invitation to the castle since she needs to know him better. 
Furthermore, society discourages women from engaging in a romantic relationship with men who have a questionable background. Some women go ahead and challenge this traditional norm since they are able to get married to men from other disputed backgrounds. Daisy Miller is one of the women who challenge the status quo, unlike other females. Even though she is aware of what society requires, she develops a relationship with Giovanelli, an Italian man (James 66). This decision to settle for an Italian man prompts hatred and other negative opinions from individuals in her cycle who feel that she made the wrong choice. Such developments depict Daisy as an independent woman who believes in her rights.
To sum up, this paper reveals that gender roles in respective societies put many restrictions on women compared to their male counterparts. Men are able to engage in many activities without being limited by societal norms. It is also clear that women's conduct defines how they relate to each other in society. For instance, Daisy was perceived as an immoral lady because she was always willing to challenge the status quo. The essay also indicates gender disparity as a thorn in the flesh because women are deemed as inferior while men are superior. Generally, this novella is recommendable to readers at any level of learning because it teaches gender issues that prevail in contemporary society.  
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